Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
The A.V.I.D Binder
A.V.I.D 2 
The Importance of Your Binder
One of the most important tools for academic success is a neat, complete, organized binder.  Almost all teachers look upon the students who have success at keeping a neat and complete binder as the students who are the most successful in their classes.  Every week you should spend homework time on keeping your binder organized.
The Contents of Your Binder
Your binder contains most, if not all, of the materials for your courses.  Sometimes teachers require a separate notebook for each class.  Whenever possible, however, as many courses as possible should be in the same binder.  This helps you to always have the necessary materials to study for a quiz or test and finish homework assignments whenever you have free time.  Listed below are the required contents of your binder. 



Helpful Hints – Keeping a Prepared & Organized Binder
· Add blank paper / Cornell Notes paper as you go. (Mr. Gibson will provide you with some) 
· Review your notes and put summaries/reflections at the end of each lesson

· Three-hole punch and then put returned assignments, quizzes and tests and keep them in order.
· No loose paper in your bag!  Anything you get from a teacher has a place in your binder! 

· After a unit, clean out your binder and place all notes, tests, homework, etc… in your AVID Class Folder.  You will continue to add to this folder as the semester and year roll on. 
Binder Check Procedure
Binder checks will take place on MONDAYS!  The only exceptions will be when a holiday falls on a Monday.  If this happens, the binder check will take place on the Tuesday after the holiday.
Make sure you come to class with your binders organized and ready. You will not be given time to organize your binder during class.  Our AVID tutors and volunteers will collect your binders and grade them while you work.  Your binders will be returned to you before you leave class. 
When you come back to class on Tuesday, your binder check grades will be available to you.  

NOTE: If you are absent on the day of a binder check, you will be required to come into class during Tier or A+ of that week to make it up.

Binder Check Grading Policy

Listed below is the rubric on which each of your binder checks will be graded.  Each binder check will be worth a total of 200 points and will count toward 40% of your grade in AVID. 

Binder Check Grading Rubric 

	
	Requirements
	Points
	Score
	Cornell Notes

Class                       # of Pages
World History              _______                

English 2                    _______

Alg 1 / Geo / Alg 2       _______

Lab Biology / ST II       _______

________________      _______

________________      _______

Date: __________________________

Tutor: __________________________

	Overall

Organization


	3
· Pouch / Pens / Pencils

· Daily Planner / Calendar

· Dividers

· Neatness

· NO LOOSE PAPERS


	25
	
	

	Dividers
	· Due Assignments are up front

· Cornell Notes are in order by date

· Class Handouts / Returned Tests / Returned Assignments / Class Syllabus


	50
	
	

	Tutorial Request Forms
	· 2 completed Tutorial Request Forms @ 25 points each

· Legible / Shows active participation


	50
	
	

	Cornell Notes
	· Cornell Format 

· 3 pages of Cornell Notes per class (15 total per week @ 5 points each) 

· Notes include title, date, and summary


	75
	
	

	
	Binder Total:
	200
	
	


Final Thought

When all of you eventually go off to college to dominate the universe, perhaps the most important skill you will take with you is organization.  As your Jedi Master it is my job to reward you for practicing and honing your Binder Jedi Skills. This is why we have binder checks. 

As long as you keep your dividers organized, your binder neat, and you complete your Tutorial Request Forms in AVID on Tuesdays / Thursdays, you have already earned over ½ of your binder check points!  All that is left are your Cornell Notes. 
If you ever have any questions, concerns, or suggestions regarding the binder checks please see Mr. Gibson.  Good luck binder Jedi’s. ( 
Main Contents





___ 3” Binder


___ Dividers for each class including AVID 


___ Zipper pouch 


___ Pens


___ Pencils


___ Highlighter or Colored Pen/Pencil


___ Calculator


___ Binder paper / Cornell Notes Paper 


___ Graph paper


___ Agenda / Assignment Calendars





Required Order of Divider Contents





The following items below need to be organized by date.  (Most current first) 





Projects / Assignments that need to be turned in


Cornell Notes / Learning Logs


Must be titled


Must be dated


Class Handouts  


Returned Tests / Quizzes


Returned Assignments


Class Syllabus





NOTE: At the end of a unit in each class you will file all the work / notes / etc… in your AVID Class Folder.  This will allow your binder to stay tidy.   





AVID Divider Contents





The following items below need to be organized by date. (Most current first) 





Tutorial Request Forms


Levels of Questioning Handouts


Other Class Handouts


Returned Assignments


Class Syllabus














