Required Tests for University Admission
	Test
	Description
	Required by

	SAT Reasoning Test

	3 Sections:
· Essay

· Critical Writing

· Math
Each section is scored on a scale of 200-800, with an average score being about 500.  The essay has an additional sub-score on a scale of 
2-12.
	· UC
· CSU

· Almost all Private Universities

(Please note: UC, CSU, and most Private universities accept either the SAT or ACT) 

	SAT Subject Tests 


	Tests covering a variety of subjects, with 5 general subject areas:

· English
· History and Social Studies

· Mathematics

· Science

· Languages

You can take up to 3 subject tests during a given test date.

Each section is scored on a scale of 200-800, with the average scores somewhere between 550-650.
	· UC 
(requires 2 different subjects)
· Some Private Universities (check for requirements and how many subjects needed)

	ACT
	4 Sections, with an optional Writing test:
· English

· Mathematics

· Reading

· Science

· Writing (optional)

Each of the four sections receives an individual test score on a scale of 1-36.  These scores are then averaged to give you the Composite score (also on a 1-36 scale).  The average score is about 22.  

The Writing test is sub-scored on a 2-12 scale, and combined with the English score to give a total score of 1-36.  This is not included in the Composite score.
	· UC 
(with Writing)

· CSU 
(without Writing)

· Almost all Private Universities (check for whether writing section is required)

(Please note: UC, CSU, and most Private universities accept either the SAT or ACT)


