AP U.S. History Syllabus

Mr. Gibson
Course Description

3
Advanced Placement U.S. History is designed for students who wish to complete high school level studies that are equivalent to an introductory college course in U.S. History. The goal of this course is to develop a greater understanding of the diverse and unique History of the United States. It will examine a variety of themes within the United States from approximately 1500 to the present day.  

By taking this course, students will develop a greater understanding of U.S. History, as well as viewing the United States in a global context.  Students will read and organize data based on themes, write analytical and document-based essays, and analyze primary and secondary sources.  Additionally, AP U.S. History will prepare students for using evidence to make plausible arguments, and allow ample practice in identifying point of view, context, and bias within historical documents and text. The culminating event of this course is the AP U.S. History test, which the students will take in May of 2011.  The current and official College Board AP U.S. History Course Description is available online at http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-us-history-course-description.pdf 
Main Text & Additional Resources

	Primary Text
	Divine, Robert A., et. al. America: Past and Present Revised 8th AP Edition 



	Supporting Text / Outside Readings
	 - Kennedy, David M. The American Spirit Vol. 1 & 2

 - Armstrong, Stephen 5 Steps to a 5: AP U.S. History 2nd Edition

 - Hofstadter, Richard Great Issues in American History Vol. 1, 2, & 3

 - Hyser, Raymond  Voices of the American Past: Documents in U.S. History Vol. 1 & 2

 - Madaras, Larry Taking Sides: Clashing View on Controversial Issues in American

    History Vol. 1 & 2

 - Excerpts from other readers & texts will be used throughout the course, although they are not directly identified within the syllabus.  These will be listed within the individual unit calendars. 

· 

	Additional Sources
	 - “The Journal of American History” (Multiple Issues)  

 - “The American Historical Review” (Multiple Volumes)

 - Ellis, Joseph American Creation: Triumph & Tragedies in the Founding of the Republic.
 - Patten, David M. The Impending Crisis 1848-1861
 - Brown, Dee Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

 - Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki & James D. Houston Farewell to Manzanar

 - Excerpts from other readers & texts will be used throughout the course, although they are not directly identified within the syllabus.  These will be listed within the individual unit calendars.



	Purpose of Additional Sources
	Throughout the course, each of these texts, primary documents, historical journals, essays and articles from historians, etc., will be used to help broaden the students’ perspective of the material being presented in the primary text.  By reviewing different points of view on a specific time period or historical figure within American History, this will allow students to refine their own perspective on a particular event or person.  These additional sources will also be used in classroom activities such as essay writing, debates, discussions, Socratic Seminar, and group projects. 




Course Goals

After taking the course, students will be able to accomplish and execute the following at their personal best: 

1. Students will be sufficiently prepared for the AP U.S. History test in May.

2. Each student will learn to think, read, write, and communicate with understanding.

3. Students will learn how to outline and prepare a well organized, multi-paragraphed essay in a time sensitive environment.  With specific focus given to Document Based and Free Response essays.  

4. Students will develop the ability to recognize multiple perspectives, historical context, and bias. 

5. Students will be able to construct, analyze, and provide evidence to support an argument from both primary and secondary sources. 

6. Students will be able to make comparisons, links, and draw conclusions between historical time periods and/or contemporary concepts. 

7. Students will be able to identify and explain the historical significance of a person, event, or time period. 

8. Students will be able to interpret, analyze, and evaluate primary documents & sources, secondary sources, maps, images, political cartoons, graphs, etc… 

9. Students will be able to examine, analyze, identify, and interpret the differing perspectives of historians, and different types of historical scholarship. 

10. Students will learn how to present a point of view, argument, or historical concept in a respectful, open-minded, and professional manner. 

11. Students will learn what it takes to be prepared, organized, personally responsible, and successful in a college level class.

12. Students will learn how to develop and maintain efficient time management skills, that are expected to be successful in a college level class. 

13. Interaction among students will create a positive and lasting classroom community.

AP U.S. History Course Themes

Listed below are the various themes and commonalties that we will be examining throughout the course.  They come directly from the current College Board AP U.S. History Course Description. 


· American Diversity

· American Identity

· Culture

· Demographic Changes

· Economic Transformations

· Environment

2010-2011 Unit Snapshots

Listed on the next few pages is a snapshot of each unit of study that the course will be undertaking.  Included in the snapshot is a brief description of the topics, people, concepts, and dates that will be reviewed during the unit   Also included in the snapshot will be the activities and assessments used within unit. 

Additionally, at the beginning of each unit, students will receive a Unit Calendar.  Within the calendar is a day by day breakdown of what we will be doing in class for that day, all homework assignments, readings, essays, projects, and test dates.  Within the Unit Snapshots are some of the additional readings that will be used within each unit of study.  Most of these will be selections and excerpts that will go in your AP Toolkit that will be explained later in the syllabus.  This course is by no means sedentary therefore additional readings and resources will be added as students progress through the content. 

	UNIT 1
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from the clash of cultures and the establishment of European colonies in North America through the Election of 1800. 

	Content Standards
	11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. 

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. 



	Required Readings
	Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:
Angel in the Whirlwind: The Triumph of the American Revolution, 1776, Founding Brothers, American Creation: Triumphs & Tragedies of the Founding, The Federalist Papers #10, #51, & #78



	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review 

· 1 Practice DBQ

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential PPT Project

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate



	Assessments
	· Summer Assignment

· Unit 1 Test

· 1 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Chapter Quizzes 
	· 1 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Class & homework as assigned




	UNIT 2
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from Thomas Jefferson’s election to the Presidency and will conclude with an examination of slavery and life in the Antebellum South. 

	Content Standards
	11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. 

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. 

	Required Readings
	Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11 

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:
Andrew Jackson & the Rise of Liberal Capitalism, And the Men Who Made It, Democracy in America, Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, & the Opening of the American West, What Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of America 1815-1848

	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential PPT Project

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate

	Assessments
	· Unit 2 Test

· 2 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Essay Circles / Seminars 

· Chapter Quizzes
	· 2 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Class & homework as assigned




	UNIT 3
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from the Second Great Awakening through the conclusion of the Civil War. 

	Content Standards
	11.1 Students analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence. 

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. 

	Required Readings
	Chapters 12, 13, 14, 15

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:

Democracy in America, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Walden, Abraham Lincoln and the Self-Made Myth, And the Men Who Made it, Landscape Turned Red, Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era

	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential Podcast Project

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate

	Assessments
	· Unit 3 Test

· 2 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Essay Circles / Seminars

· Chapter Quizzes
	· 2 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Class & homework as assigned




	UNIT 4
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from Reconstruction through urbanization and the Industrial Revolution up to 1900.

	Content Standards
	11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe

11.3 Students analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issues regarding religious liberty. 

	Required Readings
	Chapters 16, 17, 18, 19

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee,  How the Other Half Lives, The Jungle, Cross of Gold Speech, The Gospel of Wealth, Did the Industrial Revolution Disrupt the American Family

	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential Podcast Project

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate

	Assessments
	· Unit 4 Test

· 2 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Essay Circles / Seminars

· Chapter Quizzes
	· 3 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Class & homework as assigned




	UNIT 5
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from Presidential Election of 1896 through the United States participation in World War I. 

	Content Standards
	11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe

11.4 Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power in the twentieth century. 

	Required Readings
	Chapters 20, 21, 22, 23, 24

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:

The New Nationalism, The Souls of Black People, The United States Looking Outwards, The War Prayer, The Shame of Cities, Woodrow Wilson’s League of Nations Speech

	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential iMovie Project

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate

	Assessments
	· Unit 5 Test

· 2 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Essay Circles / Seminars

· Chapter Quizzes
	· 3-4 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Class & homework as assigned




	UNIT 6
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from Roaring 1920’s and the Jazz Age through the end of World War II. 

	Content Standards
	11.5 Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of the 1920s. 

11.6 Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government. 

11.7 Students analyze America's participation in World War II. 

	Required Readings
	Chapters 25, 26, 27

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:

Farewell to Manzanar, Selection of FDR’s Speeches & Fireside Chats, The Grapes of Wrath, The Greatest Generation, Citizen Soldiers, Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition, Freedom From Fear: The American People in Depression and War 1929-1945

	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential iMovie Project

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Oral History 

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate

	Assessments
	· Unit 6 Test

· 3 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Essay Circles / Seminars

· Chapter Quizzes
	· 3-4 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Class & homework as assigned




	UNIT 7
	

	Overview
	This unit will examine the time period, major events, figures, and social / political movements from the onset of the Cold War up until contemporary America. 

	Content Standards
	11.8 Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II America. 

11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II. 

11.10 Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights. 

11.11 Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in contemporary American society. 

	Required Readings
	Chapters 28, 29, 30, 31, 32

Excerpts from texts, articles, & essays including but not limited to:

Selection of JFK’s Speeches, The Civil Rights Act, The Voting Act, Selection of MLK’s Speeches & Writings, The Things They Carried, The Warren Commission Report, Selection of Ronald Reagan’s Speeches

	Activities 
	· DBQ Training / Review

· Free Response Training / Review

· Multiple Choice Training Review

· Discussion / Lecture

· Controversial Issue Comparison

· Essay / Test Circles 

· Analysis of Historian’s Scholarship

· Student/Teacher Mock Trial

· Other activities included as needed
	· Presidential Oral Presentation 

· Visual Discovery

· Court Case Debate

· Philosophical Chairs

· Socratic Seminar

· Primary Document Analysis 

· Map / Image Analysis

· Oral History 

· Historical Continuity Mapping

· Historical Debate

	Assessments
	· Unit 7 Test

· 3 DBQ Essays (See detailed description)

· Essay Circles / Seminars

· Chapter Quizzes
	· 3-4 Free Response Essays 

· AP U.S. History Toolkit

· Classs & homework as assigned




2010-2011 Weekly Course Schedule

	Week
	Dates
	Content
	Text

	1
	8/18-8/20
	Course Introduction / Skills Overview & Training
	x

	2
	8/23-8/27
	Review  Clash of Cultures thru The American Revolution 
	Ch. 1-5

	3
	8/30-9/3
	The Republican Experiment
	Chapter 6

	4
	9/6-9/10
	Democracy and Dissent: The Violence of Party Politics 1788-1800
	Chapter 7

	5
	9/13-9/17
	Republican Ascendancy: The Jeffersonian Vision
	Chapter 8

	6
	9/20-9/24
	Nation Building & Nationalism
	Chapter 9

	7
	9/27-10/1
	The “Triumph” of White Men’s Democracy
	Chapter 10

	8
	10/4-10-8
	Slaves & Masters
	Chapter 11

	9
	10/11-10/15
	The Pursuit of Perfection
	Chapter 12

	10
	10/18-10/22
	The Age of Expansionism
	Chapter 13

	11
	10/25-10/29
	The Sectional Crisis
	Chapter 14

	12
	11/1-11/5
	Secession and the Civil War
	Chapter 15

	13
	11/8-11/12
	The Agony of Reconstruction
	Chapter 16

	14
	11/15-11/19
	The West: Exploiting and Empire
	Chapter 17

	15
	11/22-11/26
	Thanksgiving Break
	X

	16
	11/29-12/3
	The Industrial Society 
	Chapter 18

	17
	12/6-12/10
	Toward an Urban Society 1877-1900
	Chapter 19

	18
	12/13-12/17
	Finals Week / Review 1st Semester 
	Ch. 1-19

	19
	12/20-12/24
	Winter Break
	x

	20
	12/27-12/31
	Winter Break
	x

	21
	1/3-1/7
	Political Realignments in the 1890’s
	Chapter 20

	22
	1/10-1/14
	Toward Empire
	Chapter 21

	23
	1/17-1/21
	The Progressive Era
	Chapter 22

	24
	1/24-1/28
	From Roosevelt to Wilson in the Age of Progressivism
	Chapter 23

	25
	1/31-2/4
	The Nation at War
	Chapter 24

	26
	2/7-2/11
	Transition to Modern America 
	Chapter 25

	27
	2/14-2/18
	Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal
	Chapter 26

	28
	2/21-2/25
	America and the World
	Chapter 27

	29
	2/28-3/4
	The Onset of the Cold War
	Chapter 28

	30
	3/7-3/11
	Affluence and Anxiety 
	Chapter 29

	31
	3/14-3/18
	The Turbulent Sixties 
	Chapter 30

	32
	3/21-3/25
	To a New Conservatism 1969-1988
	Chapter 31

	33
	3/28-4/1
	To the Twenty-first Century 1989-2006
	Chapter 32

	34
	4/4-4/8
	Review for AP Test
	Review

	35
	4/11-4/15
	Review for AP Test
	Review

	36
	4/18-4/22
	Spring Break
	x

	37
	4/25-4/29
	Review for AP Test
	Review

	38
	5/2-5/6
	AP Exam Friday May 6th 
	x

	39
	5/9-5/13
	Historical Documentary Project 
	x

	40
	5/16-5/20
	Historical Documentary Project
	x

	41
	5/23-5/27
	Historical Documentary Project
	x

	42
	5/30-6/3
	Finals Week
	x


Grading Policy & Description

Class Participation

Classroom participation is based on individual participation in class and group discussions, activities, and presentations, along with effort on all assignments, behavior, and attendance.  Additionally, students will be graded on how well prepared they are for class each day. 

Documentary Project
The Historical Documentary will start after the AP Exam has been taken.  Students will create their own documentary movie about a historical topic of interest to them.  The project will be created using iMovie, and students will be given both class time and computer lab access at the end of the 2nd semester. 

AP History Toolkit

The AP History Toolkit will be created at the start of the school year, and will be added to as the year progresses.   It will contain a number of resources that students will be able to access throughout the year, especially for the review period prior to the Semester Finals and the AP Exam.  The AP Toolkit will be organized in a 3” Binder with 6 Dividers.  The AP History Toolkit will be reviewed and graded on a bi-weekly basis. The contents of the toolkit are listed below.  

· Cornell Notes – From readings and in-class lectures

· 3x5 Notecards – 20-30 per chapter that list key terms, vocabulary, people, & concepts

· Maps & Political Cartoons – To be distributed and examined throughout the course

· Primary & Secondary Documents – To be distributed and examined throughout the course

· Returned Tests – Used for review for Semester Final and AP Exam

· Returned Essays / DBQ’s – Used for review and practice for AP Exam

Class/Homework Assignments 


Students will be assigned a variety of work both during class, and for homework.  Because of the challenging pace and structure of the course, students can expect at least 1 hour of homework per night, primarily consisting of reading from the main text and taking Cornell Notes from each chapter.  Additionally, students will be assigned take home study guides, take home essays, and other activities for homework at various times throughout the year. 

While in class, students can expect a wide variety of both group and individual activities, to help enhance and broaden their understanding of the content.  In class assignments will also be designed to practice and hone their writing skills, specifically DBQ’s, and Free Response Essays.  Some of the more common class activities are listed on the right. 

Primary & Secondary Sources

Throughout the course the class will be examining a variety of primary and secondary sources.  These include but are not limited to maps, texts, charts, artwork, articles, advertisements, diaries, and other scholarly writings.  Each piece of supplementary material used in the course is designed to help the students make the connection between the source and the time period. Being able to examine, analyze, and identify the perspective of the sources presented in class will also help the students in terms of their writing in the class, specifically the DBQ’s. 

Essays / Document Based Questions (DBQ)
This course involves a great deal of writing, which will take place both during and outside of class.  Students will receive instruction and training on how to successfully respond to the types of essays that are included on the AP Exam. For the DBQ’s,  students will be provided with all supporting documents for each of these questions.  Additionally, we will be using a variety of techniques to help students successfully build their DBQ’s, such as SOAPS. All of these DBQ’s will be reviewed and revised at home and during class time. All typed essays should be double spaced, and should be no bigger than 12 point font.  All handwritten essays must be written in a legible format.  Re-writes will be allowed, as long as students make an individual appointment with the instructor.
Quizzes /Tests 

At the end of each unit, students will take a test that mirrors portions of the AP Exam that is administered in May.  The tests will consist of multiple choice, identifications, maps, short answer, and one or more essays.  Tests will be worth a total of 100 points.  Study guides will be provided for each of the unit tests.  Additionally, smaller quizzes will be administered throughout the year with varying frequency.  

Final Exam

The Final Exam for each semester will be a cumulative test in the format described above.  It will cover all the material and readings of that particular semester, and will be worth a total of 200 points. 

Absences / Late Work

If a student is absent for any reason, they will be required to make up any assignments, tests, or essays that are missed.  Absent students must meet individually with the teacher upon their return, to outline and discuss deadlines for completing missing work.

All students will receive three “Late Coupons” each semester, which will allow them to turn in homework, class assignments, and take home essays, up to 2 weeks after the due date with no reduction in grade. If they do not use their late coupons, they will receive 10 extra credit points for each unused coupon. Any late work turned in without a coupon will be reduced by 30% the first day, and 30% each following day. The teacher realizes that life happens outside the classroom, so please let the teacher know what your situation is, if you are having trouble with the material, or if anything unexpected happens.  We will work something out.

Behavior Expectations / Attendance 

Please show up to class and be on time.  All High School rules and consequences apply in the classroom.  Listed below are the behavior expectations for the course. 

“The Five” – Behavior Expectations

1. Respect all the opinions, ideas, and beliefs expressed in the classroom. Raise your hand if you want to contribute, and respect your classmate’s right to contribute.  

2. Always use Common Sense.  You’d be surprised at how much you already know.

3. Be Responsible for your actions in class.  If you act as a responsible person you will be treated as one. 

4. Be Honest with your classmates and your teacher.  Honesty breeds trust, and trusts breeds community.  

5. Remember you are in the Neutral Zone.  The classroom is a safe place for all of us to interact with one another.  

Honor Code 

Cheating, copying of another students work, or plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated in this class.  Student(s) who engage in any dishonest academic behavior will receive a zero for the assignment, and a referral to the office.  After 3 referrals, whether academic or behavior, the student will be dropped from the class. All High School rules and consequences apply for any cheating or academic dishonesty in the classroom.  
Required Supplies / Class Materials 

Make sure that you have all of the items listed below before the first day of school.  If you have any difficulty or hardship obtaining these items please contact the teacher as soon as possible. 

1. 3” 3 ring binder

2. 6 Tab dividers

3. 8 ½ x 11” binder paper (Loose or in a spiral notebook) 

4. Highlighter / Pens & Pencils

5. Flash drive or external hard drive (I have extras of both if you need them) 

The AP Exam

This is the culmination of the entire course and will determine if you receive college credit that can be used after you graduate from Sonoma Valley High.  Each university has different qualifications on what they will or will not accept, but most will accept a “5” or a “4” score on the AP Test.  Fewer colleges will accept a “3” score on the AP Test, but many still do.  A “1” or a “2” score will not be accepted by most major universities.  However, even if you do not score above a “2” on the AP Test, all universities look favorably on students who challenge themselves during high school.  

This years AP US History Test will be Friday, May 6, 2010.  The structure of the exam is listed below.  During the year our class will follow this type of structure when taking a unit test. 

Part 1 = 80 Multiple Choice Questions - 55 minutes 

Part 2 = Essay Questions – 130 minutes

· Part A = Document Based Question (DBQ) – 15 minutes for review, 45 minutes for response

· Part B = Free Response Question 1 – 35 minutes for response

· Part C = Free Response Question 2 – 35 minutes for response

Questions / Concerns

I have always believed that “Communication is Key”.  I cannot help you be successful in my class unless you talk to me! So to that end, my door is always open to all students.  If you have any questions, concerns, or comments about the class, I am available both before and after school.  I can be reached via email agibson@sonomavly.k12.ca.us  or by phone at (707) 933-4010 ext. 4807.  All of my contact information and schedule is also posted on the class website at http://www.sonomavalleyhigh.org/andygibson.html  I look forward to a fun and exciting year with you! 
YOUR NAME: _________________________________________________
PERIOD: ________

I have read the course description and guidelines, and fully understand the expectations of the class for the 2008-2009 year. By signing this I recognize that I am responsible for all my actions in Mr. Gibson’s class.  

YOUR SIGNATURE: __________________________________________   DATE: _______________

FILL OUT AND DETACH THE BOTTOM HALF OF THIS SHEET.  THIS IS DUE NEXT CLASS AND IS WORTH A TOTAL OF 50 POINTS
Scale�
Grade�
Description�
�
100-90�
A�
Outstanding academic achievement�
�
89-80�
B�
Above average academic achievement�
�
79-70�
C�
Average academic achievement�
�
69-60�
D�
Unacceptable, below average academic achievement�
�
59-0�
F�
Failure to meet academic standards of the class�
�






Category�
%�
�
Class Participation�
10%�
�
Summer Assignment / Doc. Project�
20%�
�
AP History Toolkit / C & HW Assignments �
20%�
�
Essays�
20%�
�
Quizzes / Tests�
20%�
�
Final Exam�
10%�
�






- Primary Document Analysis


- Lecture Notes


- Socratic Seminar


- Philosophical Chairs


- DBQ Training / Review


- Essay & Test Circles


- Visual Discovery


- Technology Rich Activities


- Jigsaw


- Oral History























Globalization


Politics & Citizenship


Reform


Religion


Slavery and Its Legacies in North America


War and Diplomacy














