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Decades of College Dreams



A.V.I.D 3
Advancement Via Individual Determination

2010 – 2011
Teacher:
Mr. Andy Gibson


Room:

K-14

Phone:
(707) 933–4010, ext. 4807

Email: agibson@sonomavly.k12.ca.us
Web: www.sonomavalleyhigh.org/andygibson.html 

The Mission of AVID

The AVID Mission is to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society. 

The purpose of AVID is to ensure that all students, especially those capable of completing a college preparatory path will:

· Succeed in the most rigorous curriculum

· Enter mainstream activities of school

· Be eligible for a 4-year university

· Become educated and responsible participants and leaders in a democratic society

Requirements

Your continued participation in this program involves a commitment to maintain at least a 2.5 grade point average and enroll in rigorous, college preparatory classes.  You have made a minimum 1-year commitment to AVID but it is best if you remain in the program for all 4 years.  You must follow all responsibilities as outlined on your signed contract.  If you fail to maintain the minimum, you will be put on probation; if you fail to improve after probation, you may be dropped from the program.

Course Contents & Schedule

Monday




· 1st half – Binder Checks

· 2nd half - AVID Curriculum (Writing, Study & Organizational Skills, College & Career Info)

· Ongoing – Team building, motivation, critical thinking, guest speakers, field trips, computer lab, etc…

Tuesday / Thursday



· 1st half - Tutorial

· 2nd half - AVID Curriculum (Writing, Study & Organizational Skills, College & Career Info)

· Ongoing – Team building, motivation, critical thinking, guest speakers, field trips, computer lab, etc…

Grading Policy

Grading Scale:  A:  90 – 100%, B:  80 – 89%, C:  70 – 79%, D:  60 – 69%, F:  Below 60%
Tutorial Participation / Tutorial Request Forms



40%


Binder Checks / Cornell Notes





50%

Writing Activities






10%

NOTE: Classroom participation is based on individual participation in class and group discussions or activities, along with effort on all assignments, behavior, and attendance.

Common Items to be Graded

· Binder Checks
· Cornell Notes for each class
· Supplies
· Organization
· Assignments / Due Dates
· Tutorial Request Forms
· In Class Assignments
· In Class Essays / Quick Writes / Reflections
AVID 3 Areas of Focus

In addition to tutorial and our binder checks, our class will be focusing specifically on some of the areas and items listed below.  All of these areas of focus are designed to help you be successful!

· PSAT & SAT Test Preparation

· Selecting the Right College,  College Research, College Visitation 

· Maintaining and Updating your AVID Portfolio

· Community Service

· Financial Aid / Scholarship Opportunities

· Profile of Leadership  

Class Expectations

Teacher’s Expectations of the Student

Respect 
You will be respectful of other students, your teacher and your physical 


surroundings.  You will respect all school rules

Effort 
You will try your hardest in everything you do

Determination 
You will keep yourself focused with your goals in mind

Honest 
You will not cheat or lie.  You will be honest with your parents, your teachers 


and yourself.

Open-minded
You will keep an open-mind about what we do in this class, knowing it is all 


geared towards helping you to achieve your goals

Total 
You will be TOTALLY present – on time, all the time, prepared with a 


positive, academic attitude and all materials, ready to learn!


If you do all of these things, no one will be able to stop you from achieving your goals!

Student’s Expectations of the Teacher

1. You can expect me to justify everything that we do in class in terms of your goals.

2. You can expect me to advocate for you and to help you navigate through the high school and college application process.

3. You can expect me to support you and to be a liaison between you and your teachers.

4. You can expect me to be available to help you.

5. You can expect me to be in frequent contact with you other teachers and your parents.

6. You can expect me to hold you to HIGH EXPECTATIONS in your character, academics and behavior and you can expect HEAVY CONSEQUENCES if you do not meet these expectations.

FINAL THOUGHT

MY DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, OR COMMENTS ABOUT THE CLASS.  YOU CAN MEET WITH ME BEFORE OR AFTER CLASS, AT BREAK, AT LUNCH, OR 30 MINUTES AFTER SCHOOL.  YOU CAN ALSO CONTACT ME THROUGH EMAIL ON THE CLASSWEBSITE: 

http://www.sonomavalleyhigh.org/andygibson.html
REMEMBER, COMMUNICATION IS KEY! 
Ipods, MP3 Players, Game Systems, and other electronic devices may not be used during class.  Mr. Gibson plays music during class work / group work, so let him know if you have any requests.  (School Policy)





During class, cell phones, and other electronic devices must be turned off and stored in your bag.  If your parents need to contact you, have them call the main office number. Your electronics may be confiscated for the period if you do not comply. (School Policy)








